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American artist Robert Lobe reproduces the forms of rocks and trees in 
hammered aluminum sculptures that are at once faithful representations of nature 
and works of striking abstract beauty. Seven of his sculptures— two free-standing 
works and five wall reliefs made between 1986 and 1989~are on exhibition at The 
Cleveland Museum of Art from November 28 through January 21, 1990. The works, 
on loan from the Blum Helman Gallery, New York, and private collectors, are 
accompanied by black and white photographs illustrating how he works. 

Lobe leaves his Manhattan studio to search the woods of New Jersey, upstate 
New York, and other locales for dramatic conjunctions of tree trunks, limbs, and roots 
clinging to and growing around rocks. He wraps large, thin-gauge sheets of aluminum 
around those he wants to replicate and hammers them against the stone and wood, 
patiently creating a metal cast of the details and textures of the natural forms. He 
then peels off the panels, takes them to his studio, and reassembles the sculpture. 

Born in Detroit in 1945, Lobe grew up in Cleveland Heights and earned a B.A. 
fi'om Oberlin College before moving to New York. This exhibition of his recent work 
is installed in Gallery 40, reserved for changing exhibitions of contemporary art. Tom 
Hinson, curator of contemporary art, organized the exhibition, which is supported by 
the Ohio Arts Council. 
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For additional information or photographs, please contact Ann Edwards, Public 
Information, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland OH 
44106; 216/421-7340. 



